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In PASEO’s inaugural year, nine students completed the program. Find out more about each of our students be-

low… 

Ali Giusto is a clinical psychology doctoral student at Duke University. She is broadly interest-

ed in global mental health. Her specific research interests center on the interaction of family 

functioning, gender, and culture on youth mental health and health risk behaviors; and com-

munity-based intervention development to promote family functioning and child well-being in 

low and middle-income countries. She is specifically interested in how fathers shape families 

and child well-being, and how to engage fathers and boys in family-based interventions. She 

grew up in South Florida, but loves living in North Carolina now. She enjoys playing soccer, the 

summer, trying to learn Spanish, and eating Peruvian food. She is also a member of the cham-

pionship Pequeña Saltamontes soccer team.   

Carmen Gallegos is a clinical psychology doctoral student at the Illinois School of Professional 

Psychology at Argosy University-Chicago.  She hopes to continue her work with children, ado-

lescents, and families from underserved communities in her future career.  She would also like 

to continue to work with Spanish-speaking communities to not only enhance her competency 

as a future bilingual psychologist, but to also learn from the different cultures and experiences 

across diverse populations.  Her research interests gravitate towards trauma across the chil-

dren and adolescent population, Spanish-speaking clinical competency of professionals, and 

Latino culture and customs that can impact one’s mental health with relation to LGBTQ is-

sues.  Carmen is Mexican-American who was born and raised in Chicago, IL and has traveled to 

Mexico during her summers.    

Carrie Torn is currently pursuing her Masters of Science in Social Work at the University of 

Texas at Austin with a clinical concentration.  Carrie's first field experience as a MSSW student 

was at El Buen Samaritano's Wallace Mallory Clinic, where Carrie saw patients in the role of a 

behavioral health counselor.  After working with a client population that was 90% Latino, Car-

rie was interested in improving her mastery of the Spanish language in a professional capacity 

to better serve the Latino community, which led her to PASEO. Carrie has previous experience 

living abroad in Managua, Nicaragua, where she did community development work with Man-

na Project International, with a focus on improving women and children's health.  Carrie is 

originally from Greensboro, North Carolina and now resides in Austin, Texas. Carrie enjoys 

being outdoors, particularly running, hiking and paddle boarding around Austin.  

Charlotte Haigh is currently pursuing her Master’s of Science in Counseling, Option in 

Marriage and Family Therapy at California State University, Long Beach. She is particularly 

interested in working with migrant and low-income populations, both within the United 

States and abroad. Prior to participating in PASEO, Charlotte volunteered at Hope of Chil-

dren and Women Victims of Violence (HOCW), a non-governmental organization in Ndejje, 

Uganda that provides mental health counseling for refugees from surrounding East Afri-

can countries. Charlotte hopes to work as a bilingual therapist serving the Latino commu-

nity in Los Angeles, while also advocating for improved access to mental health resources 

in the developing world. She currently resides in Santa Monica, CA. Charlotte ’s interests 

include singing, running, traveling, and eating delicious food.  



Christine Olson is currently completing her master’s degree in counseling from the University 

of Colorado, Denver (UCD). During her undergraduate education through the University of 

California Santa Barbara, Christine lived in Santiago, Chile where she studied Psychology and 

took courses in Spanish at the local university. Following a semester of counseling as a Practi-

cum student in the UCD Counseling Center, and in preparation for an Internship working large-

ly with a Spanish-speaking population, Christine embarked on the PASEO adventure with the 

goal of becoming a culturally responsible bilingual therapist. Her passions in counseling in-

clude issues of social justice and advocacy along with multicultural competency and individual 

empowerment. At present she is interning at Sheridan Health Services as a behavioral health 

clinician and sees both English and Spanish speaking clients to the best of her linguistic ability. 

Claudia P. Chavez, Psy.D., is a clinical psychologist and a heritage Spanish-speaker (her parents 

emigrated to the U.S. from Peru). She received her doctorate of psychology from Indiana State 

University. Her primary clinical interests include PTSD, evidence-based psychotherapy, and 

bilingual mental health. She has over 12 years experience in the treatment of PTSD for U.S. 

military veterans within the Veterans Affairs Healthcare System. Her bilingual skills and bicul-

tural background have been especially valuable in working with Spanish-speaking veterans 

who otherwise may not have received mental health treatment because of their limited Eng-

lish skills. PASEO offered her the opportunity to advance her Spanish skills and improve direct 

service with Spanish-speaking patients.  She looks forward to developing psychological ser-

vices that are linguistically and culturally relevant for Latino service members.  

Katarina Kovic was born and raised in Serbia where she received her bachelors’ degree in Psy-

chology. Precarious economic circumstances in Serbia made her look for opportunities in oth-

er countries so she moved to the United States after university. While her primary interests 

were in Mental Health Counseling, she was uncertain if she would ever be successful in it in 

the U.S. considering the required standards, language barriers, and cultural differences. Since 

moving to the U.S., Katarina has completed a public health certificate program and has volun-

teered with children with autism as well as with the Red Cross Emergency Services Depart-

ment in NYC. She is dedicated to furthering her Spanish abilities for use in  mental health and 

knows firsthand the experience of not being able to access services in your primary language. 

She is currently pursuing graduate education in Marriage and Family Therapy in Chicago, IL.  

 

Liz Carter is a doctoral candidate in clinical psychology at Palo Alto University. Throughout her 

graduate training, she has worked extensively with immigrant Latino children, adolescents, 

and their families to provide bilingual mental health services. She looks forward to completing 

her predoctoral internship at Community Health Awareness Council in Mountain View, CA. Her 

dissertation research focuses on maternal attachment and depression among pregnant and 

postpartum Latinas worldwide. She grew up in Metro Detroit and currently resides in the Bay 

Area. Liz enjoys spending time at the beach, watching movies, and running.  



Yuliana Noniyeva is a Doctoral Candidate in Psychology. She worked at Stanford University 

studying emotion regulation and bipolar disorder for 3 years. During this time, Yuliana worked 

with children and families experiencing mood disorders, traumatic brain injuries and post-

traumatic stress. Her subsequent training experiences at a Community Mental Health Center 

with low-income immigrant families encouraged her to pursue further training in providing 

services to culturally diverse populations. Yuliana's objective to deliver mental health services 

to Latino populations led her to pursue Spanish proficiency and best practices for culturally 

appropriate treatments. She looks forward to applying the skills she has learned to her doctor-

al internship at Denver Health.  
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